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An Account of the Grounds and Reaſons on which Pro- . 
 teſtant Diſlenters defrre their Liberty. | I 


| 1 2 EE; / "1 %0 i 
A Lthough it be ſufficiently known both at home and abroad 
A among all the Reformed Churches, what Religion we ? 
profeſs, by the Confeſſion of our Faith long ſince made * 
and publiſhed in- our own and ſundry other Languages; Yet on 
this occaſion of. our Defire of Deliverance from all Penal Laws 


in matters of Religion, -we eſteem our ſelves obliged to declare, 


om 


> 


and do declare, _ 

1.. That, we are Proteſtants firmly adhering unto the Dottrine 
of the Proteſtant Religion, as. declared and eſtabliſhed by Law 
in the 39 Articles, excepting only ſuch of them as concern Rites 
and Ceremonies, Cc. and as it is explained in the publickly Au- 
thorized Writings of the moſt Learned Divines of this Nation in 
the Reigns of Q. Eliz. and K. James. 
- 2. That we are ready to make the Renunciation of Popiſh 
Principles eſtabliſhed by Law; and not only ſo, but ( as God 
ſhall aſſiſt us ) ro give our Teſtimony with our Lives in Oppo- 
ſition unto Popery, and in the Defence of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion againſt it, with all other good Proteſtant Subjects of the_ 
Kingdom, when we ſhall be called thereunto. 
-..3. Unto this. Reſolution of a ſtedfalt Adherence unto the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, in Oppoſition unto Popery, We have many pes 
culiar Ingagements. For 

1.. Our Principles concerning Church Order, Rule, and Wor- 
ſhip, wherein we differ from the Church of England, are not ca- 
pable of a Compliance with, or Reconciliation unto thoſe of the 
Papacy, but are contradictory unto them, and utrerly inconſiſtent 
with them. Where there is an Agreement in general Principles, 
and men differ only in their Application unto ſome Particulars, thoſe 
Differences are capable of a Reconciliation ; But where the Prin- 
ciples themſelves are dire&ly contradictory, as it is betweem us 
and: the Papiſts in this Matter, they are capable of no Reconci- 

| lation. Ty | 

2: We have no Intereſt that may be practiſed on by the Arts 
or Inſinuations-of the Papiſts. For we are neither capable of any 
Advantages by Eccleſiaſtical Domination, Power, Promotions. 
with Dignities and Revenues belonging thereunto; which are the* | 
principal Allurements of the Papacy ; Nor are ingaged in any. 
luch Combination Political or Eccleſiaſtical , as that the Contri- -- 
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| yance ofa few, ſhould draw on the Compliance of the whole Par- 
© ty; Thele-things being utterly contrary unto, and inconſiſtent 
© with our Principles, che Papiſts have no way of attempting us, 
* but by meer. Force and Violence: .....- Tt 
\ 3. Our fixed Judgment being the. ſame with that of all the 
fir Reformers, namely, that im the 1dolatrous” Apoſtacy of ' the 
Papal Church, with bloody Perlecutions, the Antichriſtian State 
foretold in the Scripture doth conſiſt; We!ate for ever excluded 
from all thoughts of Compliance with them. or Reconciliation 
unto them: LS EO tte EL 1919. ns 
4. Whereas our Principles cbncerning Church Order,” Rule and 
Worſhip, are dire&ly fuired unto the Diflolurion and} Ruine” of ; 
the Papal Church State, whence the Papiſts rake their Warranty 
for all the evil Contrivances, which ſome of them are Guilty of 
in this Kingdom, and will ſo far as they are taken out of. the 
Scripture, at length effect it ; We can have no other expectation 
from the Prevalency of thcir Intereſt;1n_this Nation, [but utter 
Extirpation and Deſtruction. We are therefore fully ſatisfied, that 
. our Intereſt and Duty in Self-preſervation conliſts in a firm Ad- 
herence unto the Proteſtant Religion” as eſtabliſhed in this Narti- 
on, and the Defence thereof, againſt all the Artemprs -of the Pa- 
=. >: CL 
4 4 We own and acknowledge the Power of the 'King or Su- 
preme Magiſtrate: in this Nation, as it 1s declared in the 37: - 
Article of Religion, and are ready to defend and affiſt in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government in all Cauſes according unto the 
Law of the Land, with all other Good Proteſtant Subjects of the 


Kingdom. 


We do therefore humbly . deſire, (1.) That we may have 
an Exemprion from all Laws and Penalties Civil or Eccleſiaſtical 
for ovr Diſſent in ſome things from the-Church' of England as ar 
' _ preſent eſtabliſhed in the Rule of it, a Liberty to. Worſhip God 
\ _ peaceably in our own Afemblies, upon our Renunciarion of Po- 
' pery, by Law preſcribed, and the Subſcription of -our Miniſters 
' or publick Teachers unto the Articles of Religion, as before 
expreſled. 
(2.) That as unto Oaths, Offices, and Payment of Duties, none 
whereof we do refuſe, that we may be left unto the ſame Laws 
and Rules with all other Proteſtant Subjects, that there may -be 
"the leaſt of Difference remaining between us and*them,. and the 
-greateſt Evidence of our being united in. the Defence of the Pro- 
reſtant Religion and Intereſt in the Nation. 
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